2022 Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!
The Division of Early Learning (DEL) is once again collaborating with Just Read, Florida! office and the Florida
Department of Education (FDOE) for the 14th annual statewide Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! 2022 events.
Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! 2022 is scheduled for the week of January 24-28, 2022, so mark your
calendars now for this important week of events. This year, our Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida! theme is
Launch Into Literacy, Blast Off Into New Worlds!
DEL will support the Celebrate Literacy Week theme from an early learning perspective with a focus on new
experiences. Early childcare providers and preschools will incorporate early literacy skills into age-appropriate
self-awareness topics related to families and their communities.
Please mark your calendars for the simultaneous reading activity on Wednesday, January 26, at 9 a.m. (EST).
Providers will spread the love of literacy in their homes, centers and schools by reading My First Busy World by
Eric Carle to infants and toddlers (birth to 3-year-olds) and Regards to the Man in the Moon by Ezra Jack Keats
to preschoolers (3 to 5-year-olds).

My First Busy World (The World of Eric Carle) Board book (Birth to 3-year-olds)
From beloved author-illustrator Eric Carle, this interactive busy book is filled with
touch-and-feels, lift-the-flaps, mirrors, and more, and highlights all the things that
little ones see in their busy, busy world!

Regards to the Man in the Moon by Ezra Jack Keats (3-5 year-olds)
Louie is unhappy because the other kids call his father “the junk man.”
But his father knows it’s not just junk. “All a person needs is some
imagination! And a little of that stuff can take you right out of this
world!” So Louie builds a spaceship fueled entirely by imagination—
and he and his friends blast off into an amazing adventure.
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My First Busy World
by Eric Carle
Optional Expansion Activities for Children Birth to 3-Year-Olds
Following the simultaneous reading, teachers may want to provide one or more of these activities for the
children in their class.
Activities:
 My Busy World
 Who is in Your Busy World?
 Let’s Play!
 What Do You See Outside?
 What’s for Dinner?
Activity: My Busy World (Infants and Toddlers)
Using the book My First Busy World as a reference, use a classroom mirror to help infants recognize
themselves and parts of their bodies. Point out parts of their bodies that are moving in the mirror – “Your
arms are waving.” “You are bouncing up and down on your legs.” The activity can be extended by using a
teddy bear to gently model the actions as you say the movements.

Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:







Physical Development –I.B.b.1.b. Begins to discover how the body fits and moves through space.
Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows awareness of and interest in the environment.
Social and Emotional Development – III.C.1. Develops positive relationship with adults.
Language and Literacy – IV.A.1. Demonstrates understanding when listening.
Scientific Inquiry – VI.A.1. Scientific inquiry through exploration and discovery
Social Studies – VII.B.1. Begins to recognize characteristics of self.
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Activity: Who is in Your Busy World? (Infants and Toddlers)
Take this opportunity to ask “Who is in your busy world?” and name child’s family members. Post a
picture of the child’s family. Point out the child’s family several times daily and reiterate each family
member’s role such as, “There’s Lena and her mommy.” “Who has a brother? You do, Martez!”
“Joanna, you have a sister.”
Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:






Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows awareness of and interest in the environment.
Social and Emotional Development –III.C.1. Develops positive relationship with adults.
Language and Literacy –IV.A.1. Demonstrates understanding when listening.
Scientific Inquiry –VI.A.1. Scientific inquiry through exploration and discovery.
Social Studies –VII.B.1. Begins to recognize characteristics of self.

Activity: Let’s Play! (Infants and Toddlers)
While reading the book, My First Busy World, intentionally engage in conversation about the items
identified on the page, Let’s Play. “We have blocks in our classroom. You like to clap them together.”
Ask, “What else do you like to play with?” Name other items on the pages or in the classroom that
the child plays with.

Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:







Physical Development – I.B.b.1.a. Begins to act and move with purpose.
Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows awareness and interest in the environment.
Social and Emotional Development – III.B.2.A. Exhibits joint attention.
Language and Literacy – IV.A.1.c. Responds to gestures that indicate understanding of what is being
communicated.
Mathematical Thinking – V.C.1. Explores objects with different characteristics.
Scientific Inquiry – VI.A.2.a. Responds in varied ways to people and objects and manipulates objects
in a purposeful way (e.g. uses a toy to make sounds on xylophone).
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Activity: What Do You See Outside? (Infants and Toddlers)
While reading the book, My First Busy World, make a connection to the things mentioned on the
“What do you see outside?” page to what the children can see out the classroom window – clouds,
trees, birds, etc. After an outdoor play period, read the book again and ask children if they saw any of
the things on the pages that show/name outdoor items. Or, take the book outside and have the
children point out the items. Extend this activity by asking, “Is the sun shining? Or are there sparkly
stars in the sky? “You sat in the grass yesterday and grabbed it with your fingers.”

Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:






Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Begins to show eagerness and curiosity as a learner.
Social and Emotional Development – III.D.2.a. Explores for extended periods and delights in
discoveries.
Language and Literacy – IV.C.2.a. Builds and uses vocabulary through repeated exposure with
language, pictures and books.
Scientific Inquiry – VI.D.1.d. Begins to identify day and night.
Social Studies –VII.F.2. Begins to use senses to solve problem.
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Activity: What’s for Dinner? (Toddlers, 18+)
On the “What’s for dinner?” pages, ask children to come forward and point to the food that they like
on those pages. Connect those foods to what the children are served for meals at school – “We had
pasta for lunch yesterday.” Initiate conversation about foods children eat at home. Ask children to
draw a picture of their favorite food; take dictation.

Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:





Physical Development – I.A.d.1.c. Shows preferences for food choices; I.B.c.1. Increasingly
coordinates hand and eye movement to perform a variety of actions with increasing precision.
Social and Emotional Development – III.D.4.b. Begins to verbally or non-verbally communicate
own preferences.
Language and Literacy – IV.A.3.a. Follows simple one-step directions with scaffolding.
Creative Expression Through the Arts – VIII.A.1. Chooses from a wide variety of open-ended,
diverse and process oriented sensory materials to engage in the art experience.
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Regards to the Man in the Moon
by Ezra Jack Keats
Optional Expansion Activities for Children 3-5 Year-Olds
Following the simultaneous reading, teachers may want to provide one or more of these activities for the
children in their class.
Activities:
 “Out of This World” Planetarium Adventure
 “You’ll Do Better on Your Own” Moon Sand Writing Let’s Play!
 “Do You Have Lots of Imagination?” Space Art Masterpiece
 “Blast Off: How Do You Feel?”

Activity: “Out of This World” Planetarium Adventure
Transform your dramatic play area into a planetarium and encourage the children to use their imagination
to go “Out of This World” by visiting the planetarium. In the planetarium the children will have the
opportunity to go outer space, stargaze by using the telescopes, and see the planets. The teacher will
emphasize on the book page that references “junk” and how, by recycling items, new worlds can be
created if they try using their imagination.

Supplies: tent or cardboard box, glow in the dark stars, glue, planets (or you can create your own planets
with foam balls or paper balls and paint), string, stapler, paper towel cardboard tubes as telescopes,
vocabulary word cards: planets, planetarium, telescope, astronaut, stars, rocket (or you can make your
own words).
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Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:





Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows increased curiosity and is eager to learn new things and have
new experiences. II. C.1. Approaches daily activities with creativity and intentness.
Language and Literacy – IV.C.2.a. Uses increased vocabulary to describe objects, actions and event
(expressive). IV.F.1.b. Shows motivation for and appreciation of reading.
Scientific Inquiry – VI.D.1.c. Demonstrates knowledge related to the dynamic properties of earth and
sky. VI.E.1. Demonstrates awareness of relationship to people, objects and living/non-living things in
their environment.
Creative Expression Through the Arts – VIII.D.1. Expresses and represents thoughts, observations,
imagination, feelings, experiences and knowledge, verbally or nonverbally, using a variety of objects in
own environment.
Activity: “You’ll Do Better On Your Own” Moon Sand Writing

During Small Group, the teacher can have kinetic sand bins ready for the children to use to practice writing
the letters. Children who master the letters may be instructed to write their name. Children may use their
fingers to write in the sand or use rocks. The teacher will emphasize on the book page that encourages the
children to use their own imagination making the connection of how children will benefit as well when
they learn on their own. Children may be encouraged to build self-confidence approaching daily activities.

Supplies: kinetic sand, bins, rocks to use for writing (optional), glow in the dark stars (optional) and printed
stars with the individual alphabet letters.
Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:




Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows increased curiosity and is eager to learn new things and have
new experiences.
Social and Emotional Development – III.D.2.a. Develops sense of identity and belonging through
exploration and persistence. III.D.4. Develops sense of self-awareness and independence.
Language and Literacy – IV.G.1. Begins to show motivation to engage in written expression and
appropriate knowledge of forms and functions of written composition.
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Activity: “Do You Have Lots of Imagination?” Space Art Masterpiece
Children will be challenged to use their imagination to create space art. In this particular art masterpiece,
they will be imagining if they were in space. Children will use the white paper and crayon to draw their
space scenes, then they will reveal their masterpieces by layering with black watercolor paint the entire
paper. The teacher will reference the book page that mentions how the ending results depend on having
“lots of imagination.” Children will be encouraged to share about their masterpieces with the group.

Supplies: white paper, white crayon, black watercolor paint, paint brush.
Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:






Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows increased curiosity and is eager to learn new things and have
new experiences. II.C.1. Approaches daily activities with creativity and intentness.
Creative Expression Through the Arts – VIII.A.1. Uses imagination and creativity to express self with
invention using a variety of open-ended, process-oriented and diverse art materials. VIII.D.1. Expresses
and represents thoughts, observations, imagination, feelings, experiences and knowledge, verbally or
nonverbally, using a variety of objects in own environment. VIII.E.1. Responds to and expresses
opinions and feelings about own art form as well as a variety of artistic expressions of others.
Scientific Inquiry – VI.D.1.c. Demonstrates knowledge related to the dynamic properties of earth and
sky. VI.E.1. Demonstrates awareness of relationship to people, objects and living/non-living things in
their environment.
Language and Literacy – VI.A.3. Follows directions. VI.E.1. Uses verbal and nonverbal communication
and language to express needs and feelings, share experiences and resolve problems.
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Activity: “Blast Off: How Do You Feel?”
As children experience new things and adventure to new worlds, they may have different feelings/emotions. In this
activity, the teacher will focus on accessing the children’s feelings/emotions when they imaginarily blast off to
space. The teacher will engage in a pre-activity conversation reviewing the feelings/emotions cards and prompting
the children with questions such as: “How do you feel about visiting space for the first time?” and “What will make
you feel better? “After the discussion, the children will complete a paper plate activity portraying the
feeling/emotion they experienced. The children can be invited to share about their activity and the teacher can
create a graph showing “our feelings and emotions in (?) outer space” and engage in a guided discussion about
differences/similarities in the classroom as well as integrating mathematical skills like counting how many children
are under each feeling/emotion. This activity is focused on the book page where the main characters make it to
space for the first time and they feel scared.

Supplies: feelings/emotions cards or poster, paper plates, glue, safety scissors, decorations (e.g. tissue paper, yarn,
crayons or markers, construction paper, pom-poms, buttons, popsicle sticks, pipe cleaners, googly eyes), chart paper
or dry erase board for graphing.

Florida’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards:








Physical Development: I.C.2. Increasingly coordinates hand and eye movements to perform a variety of
actions with increasing precision.
Approaches to Learning – II.A.1. Shows increased curiosity and is eager to learn new things and have new
experiences. II. C.1. Approaches daily activities with creativity and intentness.
Social and Emotional Development: III.A.1. Expresses, identifies and responds to a range of emotions.
Language and Literacy – VI.A.3. Follows directions. VI.E.1. Uses verbal and nonverbal communication and
language to express needs and feelings, share experiences and resolve problems.
Mathematical Thinking: V.A.1. Subitizes (Immediately recognizes without counting the number of objects
in a set of four objects).
Social Studies: VII.B.2. Recognizes the ways self is similar to and different from peers and others.
Creative Expression Through the Arts – VIII.A.1. Uses imagination and creativity to express self with invention
using a variety of open-ended, process-oriented and diverse art materials. VIII.C.1. Engages in individual and
group movement activities to express and represent thoughts, observations, imagination, feelings, experiences
and knowledge.
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Teacher Resources
Florida Division of Early Learning Standards Book List
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/docs/Preschool%20Booklist-%20ADA-DEL.pdf
Florida Division of Early Learning Activity Plans
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-providers/professional-development-training/vpkprofessional-development-teacher-resources/activity-plans
Florida Transition to Kindergarten Booklist
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/Transition
%20to%20Kindergarten%20Booklist-%20ADA-12.14.21.pdf
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